‘Press the button’ training
According the FGDP Guidance Notes 2020, it is acceptable for someone other than the operator to press the button to expose the radiograph:
3.3.3 Dental nurses
Dental nurses should have the skills and abilities to perform certain operator roles as part of their training, such as assisting a dentist in preparing to take a radiograph, pressing the exposure button under supervision**
This document aims to provide practices with suitable arrangements for their nurses to be able to press the button for the operator.

The document will be filed in the employee file and kept confidentially at the practice.

The following information must be explained and signed off by a competent person within the practice:

	Employee name
	Date 
	Area of competence
	Signed off by appropriate* person

	
	
	Keep the button pressed for as long as the audible alarm sounds
	

	
	
	Comprehend the contents and location of the local rules for that machine
	

	
	
	Know where the isolator switch is for the machine
	

	
	
	Understand that you must be under the direct supervision of a suitably trained operator at all times
	


*The definition of an appropriate person can be the practice manager or anyone qualified to take radiographs

** 3.3.3 Page 41 of Guidance Notes for Dental Practitioners for the Safe Use of X-rays 2nd Edition 2020
